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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1) A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 
February 22, 2005 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2) Applicant's arguments filed February 22, 2005 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

In response to Applicant's argument that Slayden does not disclose a printing 
wizard that prints a quality assurance VBI without charging a user, one cannot show 
nonobviousness by attacking references individually where the rejections are based on 
combinations of references. See In re Keller, 642 F.2d 413, 208 USPQ 871 (CCPA 
1981); In re Merck & Co., 800 F.2d 1091, 231 USPQ 375 (Fed. Cir. 1986). 
Furthermore, Slayden is cited to teach for a printing wizard, that the wizard determines 
top, center or bottom offset and prints the document. 

In response to applicant's argument that Slayden solves a different elements 
from the applicant's invention, the fact that applicant has recognized another advantage 
which would flow naturally from following the suggestion of the prior art cannot be the 
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basis for patentability when the differences would otherwise be obvious. See Ex parte 
Obiaya, 227 USPQ 58, 60 (Bd. Pat. App. & Inter. 1985). 

Applicants arguments with respect to claims 29 and 52 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

3) The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4) Claims 1-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kara (US 5,825,893) in view of Slayden et al. (US 5,680,629). 

W.R.T. Claim 1 : 

Kara discloses a system comprising: 

a client subsystem for interfacing with a user comprising: 

a GUI for installing software for printing the value bearing item (see Figs. 
2-8 and the description thereof); 

a GUI for registering the user in the system (see Id.); and 
a printing wizard for managing the printing of the VBI (see Fig. 8); and 
a server subsystem for transmitting an authorization message to the client 
subsystem for authorizing the client subsystem to print the VBI while the server 
subsystem is in communication with the client subsystem (see Figs. 1 and 10; col. 4, 
lines 1-15; see Claim 1). 
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However, Kara does not specifically disclose the system including the printing 
wizard, wherein the printing wizard determines top, center, or bottom offset and prints 
the VBI without charging the user. 

Slayden et al. teaches, for a printing wizard, that the wizard determines top, 
center or bottom offset and prints the document without charging the user (see Fig. 9 for 
the print-preview wizard. After reviewing the documents (if the document shows any 
offset), the user can always go back to page-set-up program so as to determine top, 
center or bottom offset and ultimately print the document. Microsoft like this reference 
or other document producing program ALREADY include the printing wizard that 
enables the user to determine top, center or bottom offset and print the document 
without further charging the user. Slayden is simply cited to show how this well-known 
printing wizard works and it can be incorporated into the system of Kara to help the user 
to determine top, center, or bottom offset and prints the VBI.). 

It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to one having 
ordinary skill in the art to incorporate the printing wizard, which determines top, center 
or bottom offset and prints the document, into the system of Kara, as taught by Slayden 
et al., for the purpose of providing the user of the GUI to preview the margin, offset and 
orientation of the file so as to further edit and print the proper, accurate output. 
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W.RT. Claim 2: The modified system of Kara further discloses the system, wherein the 
VBI bears postage value (see Figs, of Kara); 

W.RT. Claim 5: The modified system of Kara further discloses the system, wherein the 
client subsystem includes a GUI for specifying a payment method (see Figs. 4A-B, 8 in 
Kara); 

W.RT. Claim 6: The modified system of Kara further discloses the system including a 
GUI for making changes to the user's information (see Fig. 9 for a typical window based 
GUI in Slayden etal.); 

W.RT. Claim 7: The modified system of Kara further discloses the system, wherein the 
client subsystem includes a GUI for displaying the user information, account information 
(see Figs. 4A-B, 8 in Kara); 

W.RT. Claim 8: The modified system of Kara further discloses the system, wherein the 
account information includes an amount of credit left in the account (see Id.); 
W.RT. Claim 9: The modified system of Kara further discloses the system, wherein the 
client subsystem includes a GUI for specifying an address book from a plurality of 
address books to print the address (see Fig. 8 and the description thereof in Kara); 
W.RT. Claim 10: The modified system of Kara further discloses the system, wherein 
the client subsystem includes a GUI for entering a password to store the entered 
password and verify the password in the server subsystem (see Supra registration and 
installation); 
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W.RT. Claim 1 1 : The modified system of Kara further discloses the system, wherein 
the server subsystem includes an address matching module for verifying an address 
entered by the user (see Fig. 10 in Kara); 

W.RT. Claim 12: The modified system of Kara further discloses the system, wherein 
the GUI for installing software includes a GUI for the user to specify the type of 
connection to the computer network (see col. 9, lines 8-10 in Kara); 
W.RT. Claim 13: The modified system of Kara further discloses the system, wherein 
the GUI for installing software includes a GUI for reporting error messages to the user 
(see Figs, depicting "warning messages" in Kara); 

W.RT. Claim 14: The modified system of Kara further discloses the system, wherein 
the GUI for installing includes a GUI for canceling an installation process (see Fig. 2 for 
installation process. Obviously, the user can cancel the installation by not following the 
process, e.g. entering wrong information, not inserting a pertinent disk or not connecting 
the pertinent device in Kara); 

W.RT. Claim 15: The modified system of Kara further discloses the system, wherein 
the GUI for registering the user includes a GUI for entering user information (see Supra 
installation and registration); 

W.RT. Claim 16: The modified system of Kara further discloses the system, wherein 
the GUI for registering includes a GUI for offering the user a plurality of service plan and 
for selecting by the user a service plan for choice (e.g. see Fig. 8 for the service plan or 
choice that the user can select in Kara); 
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W.R.T. Claim 17: The modified system of Kara further discloses the system, wherein 
the GUI for registering includes a GUI for reporting error messages to the user (see Fig. 
7, for the messages in Kara); 

W.R.T. Claim 18: The modified system of Kara further discloses the system, wherein 
the GUI for registering includes a GUI for canceling a registering process (see Supra 
the cancellation process for installation); 

W.R.T. Claim 19: The modified system of Kara further discloses the system, wherein 
the GUI for managing the printing includes a GUI for displaying a graphical image of the 
VBI (see Fig. 8 in Kara); 

W.R.T. Claim 20: The modified system of Kara further discloses the system wherein the 
GUI for managing includes a first GUI for printing a quality assurance VBI on an 
envelope (typical window word based applications can perform this); 
W.R.T. Claim 21 : The modified system of Kara further discloses the system wherein the 
GUI for managing includes a second GUI for displaying selectable choices of a printed 
quality assurance VBI (see Id.); 

W.R.T. Claim 22: The modified system of Kara further discloses the system wherein the 
GUI for managing includes a GUI for troubleshooting selected printing options (see 
Typical window based applications in Slayden et al.); 

W.R.T. Claim 23: The modified system of Kara further discloses the system, wherein 
the GUI for managing includes a GUI for providing envelope options (see Figs. 8-9 in 
Kara); 
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W.RT. Claim 24: The modified system of Kara further discloses the system, wherein 
the GUI for managing includes a GUI for providing label options (see Fig. 8 in Kara); 
W.RT. Claim 25: The modified system of Kara further discloses the system, wherein 
the GUI for managing includes a GUI for providing postage options (see Id.); 
W.RT. Claim 26: The modified system of Kara further discloses the system wherein the 
GUI for managing includes a GUI for reporting error messages to the user (see Supra 
Window applications); 

W.RT. Claim 27: The modified system of Kara further discloses the system, wherein 
the GUI for managing includes a GUI for canceling a print process (see Fig. 8 for the 
typical printing GUI that must include the cancel option {under the Tile" or other 
Dropdown window option} for the print process in Kara); and 
W.RT. Claim 28: The modified system of Kara further discloses the system, wherein 
the GUI for specifying a payment method includes a GUI for displaying credit card 
information field to be filled by the user when the user specifies a credit card for the 
payment method (col. 11, lines 47-53 in Kara). 

As for Claims 3-4: 

The modified system of Kara discloses the invention as cited above, but does not 
specifically disclose the subject matters of Claims 3-4, and 6: wherein the VBI is a 
ticket; the VBI is one or more of a coupon, a voucher and a check. 
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At the time the invention was made, it would have been an obvious matter of 
design choice to a person of ordinary skill in the art to: make a ticket, one or more of a 
coupon, a voucher and a check; and make changes to the user's information because 
Applicant has not disclosed that having the limitations of Claims 3-4 provides an 
advantage, is used for a particular purpose, or solves a stated problem. One of ordinary 
skill in the art, furthermore, would have expected Applicant's invention to perform 
equally well with the modified system of Kara because the modified system of Kara 
discloses the system for registration, installation and printing the VBI, wherein the 
various GUI are utilized to execute the registration, installation and printing process, and 
it is well known in the art to include the other types of GUIs for executing the features as 
specified in Clams. 

Therefore, it would have been an obvious matter of design choice to further 
modify the modified system of Kara such that the system can print a various types of 
VBI, for the purpose printing ticket, a coupon, a voucher and a check. 
5) Claims 29-45 and 47-51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kara (US 5,825,893) in view of Rourke (US 5,384,886). 

W.R.T. Claim 29 : 

Kara discloses a system comprising: 

an installation wizard including a GUI for downloading and installing software for 
postage printing from a server connected to a computer network (see Figs. 2-10 and the 
descriptions thereof); and 
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a printing wizard including a GUI for facilitating printing of a postage indicium 
(see Fig. 8 specifically), wherein the server transmits an authorization message to the 
user for authoring the printing the VBI. 

However, Kara does not expressly discloses the system including: 
the printing wizard including a first GUI for printing a sample print including a 
symbol, a second GUI for displaying a plurality of symbols for a users to select one of 
the displayed plurality of symbols matching the symbol printed on the sample print and 
based on the selected symbol, determining a print offset. 

Rourke teaches, for a printing wizard, that the wizard includes a first GUI (see 
Fig. 11) for printing a sample print including a symbol (180, 186, 184, etc.), a second 
GUI (see Figs. 12-13, 15-16, 18) for displaying a plurality of symbols for a users to 
select one of the displayed plurality of symbols matching the symbol printed on the 
sample print and based on the selected symbol, determining a print offset (see 160-3 in 
Supra Figs.). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the printing wizard of Kara such that the printing wizard 
includes a first GUI for printing a sample print including a symbol, a second GUI for 
displaying a plurality of symbols for a users to select one of the displayed plurality of 
symbols matching the symbol printed on the sample print and based on the selected 
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symbol, as taught by Rourke, for the purpose of assisting the user in programming an 
envelope with postage indicia printing job. 

W.R.T. Claim 30: The modified system of Kara further discloses the system, wherein 
the registration wizard includes a GUI for specifying a payment method (see col. 1 1 , 
lines 25-53; Figs. 4A-B in Kara); 

W.R.T. Claim 31 : The modified system of Kara further discloses the system, wherein 
the GUI for specifying a payment method includes a GUI for displaying credit card 
information field to be filled by the user (col. 1 1 , lines 47-53 in Kara); 
W.R.T. Claim 32: The modified system of Kara further discloses the system wherein the 
registration wizard includes a GUI for making changes to the user's information (see 
typical window applications MUST perform this task); 

W.R.T. Claim 33: The modified system of Kara further discloses the system, wherein 
the registration wizard includes a GUI for displaying the user information, account 
information (see Fig. 3 in Kara); 

W.R.T. Claim 34: The modified system of Kara further discloses the system, wherein 
the account information includes an amount of credit left in the account (see Figs. 4A-B, 
8 in Kara); 

W.R.T. Claim 35: The modified system of Kara further discloses the system, wherein 
the installation wizard includes a GUI for specifying an address book from a plurality of 
address books to print the address (see Supra Claim 9); 
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W.R.T. Claim 36: The modified system of Kara further discloses the system, wherein 
the registration wizard includes a GUI for entering a password to store the entered 
password and verify the password in the server subsystem (see Supra Claim 10); 
W.R.T. Claim 37: The modified system of Kara further discloses the system, wherein 
the server subsystem includes an address matching module for verifying an address 
entered by the user (see Supra Claim 1 1 ); 

W.R.T. Claim 38: The modified system of Kara further discloses the system, wherein 
the installation wizard includes a GUI for the user to specify the type of connection to 
the computer network (see Supra Claim 12); 

W.R.T. Claim 39: The modified system of Kara further discloses the system, wherein 
the installation wizard includes a GUI for reporting error messages to the user (see 
Supra Claim 13); 

W.R.T. Claim 40: The modified system of Kara further discloses the system, wherein 
the installation wizard includes a GUI for canceling an installation process (see Supra 
Claim 14); 

W.R.T. Claim 41 : The modified system of Kara further discloses the system, wherein 
the registration wizard includes a GUI for entering user information (see Supra Claim 
15); 

W.R.T. Claim 42: The modified system of Kara further discloses the system, wherein 
the registration wizard includes a GUI for offering the user a plurality of service plan and 
for selecting by the user a service plan for choice (see Supra Claim 16); 
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W.R.T. Claim 43: The modified system of Kara further discloses the system, wherein 
the registration wizard includes a GUI for reporting error messages to the user (see 
Supra Claim 17); 

W.R.T. Claim 44: The modified system of Kara further discloses the system, wherein 
the printing wizard includes a GUI for displaying a graphical image of a sample postage 
on an envelope (see Fig. 1 1 in Rourke); 

W.R.T. Claim 45: The modified system of Kara further discloses the system, wherein 
the printing wizard includes a first GUI for printing a quality assurance VBI (see Supra 
Figs, of Rourke); 

W.R.T. Claim 47: The modified system of Kara further discloses the system, wherein 
the printing wizard includes a GUI for troubleshooting selected printing options (see Id.); 
W.R.T. Claim 48: The modified system of Kara discloses the system, wherein the 
printing wizard includes a GUI for providing envelope options (see Supra Claim 23 and 
Supra Figs, of Rourke); 

W.R.T. Claim 49: The modified system of Kara further discloses the system, wherein 
the printing wizard includes a GUI for providing label options (see Supra Claim 24); 
W.R.T. Claim 50: The modified system of Kara further discloses the system, wherein 
the printing wizard includes a GUI for providing postage options (see Supra Claim 25); 
and 

W.R.T. Claim 51 : The modified system of Kara further discloses the system wherein the 
GUI for managing includes a GUI for reporting error messages to the user (see Supra 
Claim 26). 
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6) Claims 52-69 and 71-78 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kara (US 5,825,893) in view of Gravell et al. (US 6,098,058). 

W.RT. Claim 52 : 

Kara discloses a method for printing a VBI, comprising the steps of: 
displaying a first GUI by the client system for registering a user (see Supra 

registration and installation); 

establishing communication with the server via the computer network (see Figs. 

1 and 10); and 

entering user information in the first GUI (see Supra installation and registration). 

However, Kara does not expressly discloses the method including the steps of: 
logging into the server system from a second computer by the user; 
identifying that the user is using the second computer; 
validating the user from the second computer; and 
authorizing the user from the second computer to print the VBI. 

Gravell et al. teaches, for a postage metering system/method, that the invention 
can be implemented on a conventional local area, or wide area, network to form a 
network PC metering system, wherein the invention includes the steps of: 

logging into the server system from a second computer by the user; 
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identifying that the user is using the second computer; 
validating the user from the second computer; and 

authorizing the user from the second computer to print the VBI (see Figs. 1-35, 8; 
col. 3, line 20 - col. 4, line 47). 

Since Gravell et al. and Kara are both from the same field of endeavor, the 
purpose disclosed by Gravell et al. would have been well recognized in the pertinent 
field of Kara. 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the invention of Kara such that the invention 
can log the user into the server system from a second computer; identify that the user is 
using the second computer; validate the user from the second computer; and authorize 
the user from the second computer to print the VBI, as taught by Gravell et al., for the 
purpose of providing each user of a Client PC on the network with access to several 
PSDs having different origins of deposit. 

W.RT. Claim 53: The modified method of Kara further discloses the method including: 
displaying a second GUI by the client system having printing options for 

managing the printing of the VBI (see Fig. 8 in Kara); 

selecting one or more printing options from the second GUI; and 
printing the VBI according to the selected option; 
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W.R.T. Claim 54: The modified method of Kara further discloses the method, wherein 

the VBI bears postage value (see both references for the postage indicia); 

W.R.T. Claim 57: The modified method of Kara further including displaying a third GUI 

for installing software for printing the VBI (see Figs. 1-2 in Kara); 

W.R.T. Claim 58: The modified method of Kara further discloses method, wherein the 

step of displaying a first GUI includes a GUI for specifying a payment method (see 

Supra Claim 5); 

W.R.T. Claim 59: The modified method of Kara further discloses method, wherein the 
step of displaying a first GUI includes a GUI for making changes to the user's 
information (see Supra Window). 

W.R.T. Claim 60: The modified method of Kara further displaying a GUI for displaying 
the user information, account information (see Fig. 3 in Kara); 
W.R.T. Claim 61 : The modified method of Kara further discloses the method, wherein 
the account information includes an amount of credit left in the account (see Supra 
Claim 8); 

W.R.T. Claim 62: The modified method of Kara further displaying a third GUI for 
specifying an address book from a plurality of address books to print the address (see 
Supra Claim 9); 

W.R.T. Claim 63: The modified method of Kara further displaying a third GUI for 
entering a password to store the entered password and verify the password in the 
server subsystem (see Supra Claim 10); 
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W.RT. Claim 64: The modified method of Kara further verifying an address entered by 
the user (see Supra Claim 1 1 ); 

W.RT. Claim 65: The modified method of Kara further displaying a GUI for offering the 
user a plurality of service plan and for selecting by the user a service plan for choice 
(see Supra Claim 16); 

W.RT. Claim 66: The modified method of Kara further displaying a first GUI for 
reporting error messages to the user (see Supra Claim 13); 

W.RT. Claim 67: The modified method of Kara further displaying a GUI for canceling a 
registering process (see Supra Claim 14); 

W.RT. Claim 68: The modified method of Kara further includes displaying a second 
GUI for displaying a graphical image of the VBI (see Fig. 8); 

W.RT. Claim 69: The modified method of Kara further discloses the method wherein 
the GUI for managing includes a first GUI for printing a quality assurance VBI; 
W.RT. Claim 71 : The modified method of Kara further discloses the method wherein 
the step of displaying a second GUI includes displaying a GUI for troubleshooting 
selected print options (see Supra Window) 

W.RT. Claim 72: The modified method of Kara further displaying a second GUI for 
providing envelope options (see Supra Claim 23); 

W.RT. Claim 73: The modified method of Kara further displaying a second GUI for 
providing label options (see Supra Claim 24); 

W.RT. Claim 74: The modified method of Kara further includes the step of displaying a 
second GUI for providing postage options (see Supra Claim 25); 
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W.RT. Claim 75: The modified method of Kara further discloses the method wherein 
the GUI for managing includes a GUI for reporting error messages to the user (see 
Supra Claim 26); 

W.RT. Claim 76: The modified method of Kara further displaying a second GUI for 
canceling a print process (see Supra Claim 27); 

W.R.T. Claim 77: The modified method of Kara further displaying a second GUI for the 
user to withdraw the user's account (see Fig. 8 and the description thereof in Kara); and 
W.RT. Claim 78: The modified method of Kara further displaying a second GUI for 
communicating a message to the user (see Supra Window). 

As for Claims 55-56: 

The modified system of Kara discloses the invention as cited above, but does not 
specifically disclose the subject matters of Claims 55-56. 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been an obvious matter of 
design choice to a person of ordinary skill in the art to: make a ticket, one or more of a 
coupon, a voucher and a check; and make changes to the user's information because 
Applicant has not disclosed that having the limitations of Claims 3-4 provides an 
advantage, is used for a particular purpose, or solves a stated problem. One of ordinary 
skill in the art, furthermore, would have expected Applicant's invention to perform 
equally well with the modified system of Kara because the modified system of Kara 
discloses the system for registration, installation and printing the VBI, wherein the 
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various GUI are utilized to execute the registration, installation and printing process, and 
it is well known in the art to include the other types of GUIs for executing the features as 
specified in Clams. 

Therefore, it would have been an obvious matter of design choice to further 
modify the modified system of Kara such that the system can print a various types of 
VBI, for the purpose printing ticket, a coupon, a voucher and a check. 
7) Claims 70 and 79 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kara and Gravell et al., and further in view of Rourke. 

The modified Kara discloses the invention as cited above, but does not 
specifically disclose the method including: 

a third GUI for displaying selectable choices of a shape of a printed sample VBI; 

and 

the steps of: 

prompting the user to place an envelope in a printer; 

displaying a plurality of pattern, wherein only one of the patterns prints 
onto the envelope; 

selecting one of the plurality of patterns based upon which pattern 
appears to the user; and 

ascertaining if the printer feeds envelope from the top, center, or bottom 
based on the pattern. 
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Rourke teaches, for a printing wizard, that the wizard includes a first GUI (see 
Fig. 11) for printing a sample print including a symbol (180, 186, 184, etc.), a second 
GUI (see Figs. 12-13, 15-16, 18) for displaying a plurality of patterns for a users to 
select one of the displayed plurality of patterns matching the symbol printed on the 
sample print and based on the selected pattern, determining a print offset (see 160-3 in 
Supra Figs.). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the printing wizard of Kara such that the printing wizard 
includes a first GUI for printing a sample print including a symbol, a second GUI for 
displaying a plurality of patterns for a users to select one of the displayed plurality of 
patterns matching the pattern printed on the sample print and based on the selected 
pattern, as taught by Rourke, for the purpose of assisting the user in programming an 
envelope with postage indicia printing job. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Richard Woo whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6813. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:30 AM -5:00 
PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Weiss can be reached on 571 -272-6812. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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